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Fall Rose Show—Autumn Splendor
On November 15, 2014, we
returned to Kahala Mall to
hold our annual Fall Rose
Show there. This event, our
only competitive Rose Show
of the year, brought in
visitors from near and far to
admire all of the beautiful
entries that filled our tables.
Literally, hundreds of people
stopped by to admire all of
our blooms on our show
tables and also smell the
entries in our Best Fragrant
Rose contest (right photo).
Best in Class winners for
the day were as follows: Class A:
Hybrid Tea - “Paris de Yves Saint
Laurent” grown by Lilia Brewbaker;
Class B: Floribunda - “Lava Flow”
grown at the UGC represented by
Ron Matsuzaki, UGC Rose Garden
Director; Class C: Shrub - “Graham
Thomas” grown by Naomi Inouye;
Class D: Miniature – “Marriotta”

As we come to the close of another
year, it’s time to reflect on the
activities of this past year.
A
definite highlight for us was our
Peace and Heroes’ Writing Contest
in February. We were overwhelmed
with over 300 entries from local
elementary school students who
told us what Peace and Heroes
meant to them in 30 words or less.

grown by Myrna Cariaga; Class E:
Miniature in a Bowl – “Sam Trivitt”
grown by Marsha Yokomichi; and
new competition class, Class H:
Large Bloom Rose Arrangement by
Lucille Lew. The top award, Best
in Show (top selection from all class
-winners) went to the miniature rose
(Continued on page 3)

2015-2016 HRS Officer Elections
We are happy to inform you that
three out of five 2013-2014 officers
have agreed to stay on for another
term with the HRS. Continuing on
will be President - Myrna Cariaga,
Vice President External Events - Marsha Yokomichi, and Treasurer –
Lilia Brewbaker. Mahalo to Naomi
Inouye for her service as our Vice
President - Internal Events and to
Diane Masuda for her service as our
Recording Secretary.
We welcome
Cathy Matsuzaki as our new Vice
President – Internal Events and

President’s
Message

Priscilla Millen as our new Recording Secretary.
Mahalo to Cathy Matsuzaki for
serving as our 2014 Nominating
Committee Chairperson. Mahalo also
to our HRS Directors who will be
continuing in their positions: Rose
Garden Director – Ron Matsuzaki;
Project
Director – Bob Speer;
Membership – Cathy Matsuzaki,
Newsletter–
Marsha Yokomichi;
Historian – Gladys Watanabe, and
Website - Myrna Cariaga.

Six winning students received a
$100 monetary prize as well as
their winning entries printed on
plaques that are displayed in the
Peace and Heroes rose beds.
Parents, teachers, principals, and
family members invited to the
Awards Ceremony on April 12th,
beamed with pride as they observed
the students accepting their awards
and installing the plaques in the
gardens. Fellow-students of these
winners and many other local
elementary school students will also
get to see the winning entries in the
rose garden when they come for a
visit on fieldtrips throughout the
year.
It was very heartwarming to see the
(Continued on page 2)
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President’s Message
(Continued from page 1)

children accepting their prizes at the ceremony and it just made me
wish to have more of these types of community-events at our UGC
Rose Garden.
Mahalo to HRS Project Director Bob Speer, HRS Rose Garden Director
Ron Matsuzaki, and all of the hardworking HRS volunteers who
worked so hard to complete our new Peace and Heroes Rose Garden!
We look forward to hosting many other future events among the beautiful roses.
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myokomichi@hawaii.rr.com

From the Editor
The start of a bright new year is just around the corner and it’s time
to start shopping for new roses to plant in your garden! Get the latest
varieties available when you order online through the internet or go to
your local garden centers to buy already-potted roses and give
yourself a head-start to harvesting beautiful blooms!
Want to see how a particular rose variety grows here in Hawaii? Come
out to visit the Rose Garden at the Urban Garden center and see some
of the newest and best varieties such as 2015 introductions: Ice Cap,
Anna’s Promise, Doris Day, Peachy Keen, and Neil Diamond. While
there, you’ll also enjoy seeing and smelling old-faithful varieties such
as Mister Lincoln, Fragrant Cloud, Queen Elizabeth, Peace, and Secret.
I think you’ll be surprised to see how well all the varieties are growing
thanks to Rose Garden Director, Ron Matsuzaki, and the loyal bunch
of HRS members who help to continuously maintain them. There
always seems to be in bloom any day you visit but come in the
mid-morning and be rewarded by the enchanting fragrance that only
real roses can produce!
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Fall Rose Show (Cont.)
(Continued from page 1)

“Marriotta” grown by Myrna Cariaga
with its near-perfect form.
The popular public-vote Best Fragrant
Rose contest, saw “Sugar Moon” grown
by Ron Matsuzaki garner the most
votes once again. This sweet-smelling
variety is a favorite with the public
and is rivaling “Firefighter” as one of
the most winning rose varieties for
this contest in recent years.

HRS members in attendance at the
rose show were also mesmerized
watching our own HRS member
Frank Dumlao, certified One-Stroke
Instructor, as he
painted a beautiful
rose bouquet on an
18” x 24” canvas. It
was amazing to see
how the painting
developed in to a
work of art minute
by
minute
right
before
our
eyes.
Frank also brought

a painting that he finished
earlier to display at the show
and also to use as basis for the
painting that he completed live
that day.
He generously donated both of
these painting to the HRS after
completing the one at the rose
show. I am happy to report that
the first painting sold for $120
at an on-line HRS Silent Auction
that was held from November 30,
2014 to December 14, 2014!
Can
you
believe that
bidding
became almost
frenzied during the final
minutes
of
the
auction
with
three
interested
members out Lucille with her winning rose ar-bidding each rangement entry.
other
until
the very end! Wow! It was so exciting
to see the action! On behalf of the
HRS, thank you to everyone who
participated in the Silent Auction and
a special Mahalo to Frank for
demonstrating his painting technique
at the Rose Show and donating both
paintings to the HRS. (Note: The
other painting will be given away as a
door prize at our HRS Holiday Party
on January 18th.)

Congratulations to all award winners proudly standing
behind their winning roses. L-R: Naomi Inouye, Ron
Matsuzaki, Marsha Yokomichi, Myrna Cariaga, Lucille
Lew and Lilia Brewbaker.
If all of the above wasn’t enough to
stop those who were passing by in
their tracks, another live demonstration by new HRS member,
Linda Sung, surely was!
Linda’s
stunning floral arrangements, “works
of art” in their own right, were
absolutely gorgeous! A mix of east
meets west with influence in the
Ikebana as well as traditional
American styles, her arrangements
were something you’d expect to see
adorning furniture in home-designer
magazines.
Mahalo to our Consulting Rosarians
and HRS members who helped to
answer rose-related questions and to
the many others who came out to help
setup, man our tables, and clean up.
Special gratitude goes out to Naomi
Inouye for making the arrangements to hold our Rose Show at
Kahala Mall again this year and
to Myrna Cariaga for serving as
our Rose Show Chair. What a
great way to end our HRS program-year.

Far left: Congratulations to Frank with his first
place winning entry.
Left: Linda Sung creating one of her stunning
floral arrangements.
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Beyond the Basics—Drip Watering Systems
On October 25, 2014, one of our newest Consulting Rosarians, Ron Matsuzaki, took the stage to lecture
about, “Installing Drip Watering Systems” in a “Beyond the Basics Workshop” series workshop.
A retired
plumber by trade, you could describe
Ron as a “quick-study” as he learned
about and soon took over the duties
of installing watering systems in our
own UGC Rose several years ago.
Thanks to Ron, we no longer have to

wait for UGC staff to assist us
installing or repairing watering
tem in our UGC Rose Garden.
ensures that our roses are
hydrated every day.

with
sysThis
well-

Ron brought along many props for his
workshop and put together a simple
drip system in a matter of minutes.
Several members of the audience had
a keen interest in learning about wa(Continued on page 10)

Eagle Scout Rose Garden Project
By Ron Matsuzaki

K aah an u i,
for
the ir
assistance and generous
monetary donation towards
Ikaika’s Eagle Scout project.

We are pleased to announce that Ikaika
O`Keola Ty Morita Kaahanui officially joined
the esteemed rank of Eagle Scout during an
Eagle Court of Honor ceremony held on
Ikaika received numerous awards and
Saturday, October 18, 2014 at Alvah Scott
special presentations during the Eagle Court
Elementary School.
Eagle Scout is the
of Honor. Remarkably, Ikaika is only a
highest advancement rank attainable with
sophomore in high school and has already
the Boy Scouts of America. Since 1912,
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout. Among
more than two million young men have
Ikaika’s Scouting achievements, he is
earned the distinguished Eagle Scout
National Youth Leadership Trained, Order of
honor. Fittingly representing the Honolulu
the Arrow, Senior Patrol Leader of “Da
Rose Society (HRS) were our Project
Kaukau Games” Kamehameha District
Director Bob Speer and Rose Garden
Camporee, World Conservation Award, and
Director Ron Matsuzaki, who both served Ron Matsuzaki and Bob Speer proudly out of a total of 38 Merit Badges earned by
as Ikaika’s mentors for the duration of his congratulate Ikaika Kaahanui shortly after Ikaika, only 14 badges were actually an
Eagle Scout certification project at the Rose being honored as an Eagle Scout.
Eagle
Scout
requirement.
Sincere
Garden.
They proudly presented Ikaika
congratulations, Ikaika, on your wellwith a maile lei from the HRS with our congratulations
deserved honor of Eagle Scout! We are very proud of you
and appreciation for all his hard work and dedicated
and your accomplishments and wish you much success in
efforts at the Rose Garden.
your future education and endeavors!
Prior to being honored with this Eagle Scout distinction,
Ikaika was a Senior Patrol Leader of Troop 147. It was on
March 29, 2014 that Ikaika was instrumental in
completing the Terraced Rose Garden Beds, in addition to
finishing the Heroes and Peace Rose Gardens, with more
than 85 Boy Scouts and their parents from Troops 147
and 153.
With Bob’s and Ron’s assistance, Ikaika
demonstrated remarkable citizenship and leadership skills
in planning and preparing for this project, as well as
organizing and supervising his volunteers to make sure
the project at hand was fulfilled with excellence. The HRS
is also grateful to Ikaika’s parents, Kalani and Marylyn

Ikaika is the true epitome of an Eagle Scout and he
definitely lives by all the character traits listed in The
Scout Law (pictured above). To think that Ikaika’s project,
which added to the grand splendor of our beautiful Rose
Garden, all started with a workshop led by Naomi Inouye
back in October of 2013. We have since had yet another
Boy Scout with Troop 147, Landon Lee, complete his Eagle
Scout certification project at our Rose Garden, and
according to Bob Speer, more Boy Scouts are inquiring if
they can do their Eagle Scout projects at our Rose Garden.
Exciting times are ahead for our Rose Garden indeed!
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Lance Santo
By Cathy Matsuzaki

UGC, which is a total of 32 acres!

If you have visited the rose garden I think it’s safe to say that Lance’s
within the past year, you have love of gardening is apparent because
undoubtedly noticed the perennial not only does he grow roses, but he
peanut plants growing profusely on also has many landscape plants,
the hillside with its
potted house plants, relocate to Pahoa. The family farm
brightly colored yellow
spices, orchids, fruit was still in Kapoho where papaya and
flowers among the
trees and vegetables. vandas were the primary crops with
green foliage (right
He generously donates some seasonal vegetables. His family
photo). This beautiful
about one truck load had 40 acres of sugarcane in Kapoho
back drop for the rose
of his plants for each and Pahoa. Lance fondly recalls that
garden
was
done
second Saturday plant he began growing roses back in 1962
single handedly and
sale at UGC.
As a when he started propagating his
we are proud to say
testament to Lance mother’s roses from stem cuttings in
He graduated from Pahoa
that he is our own
about how conscien- Pahoa.
Honolulu Rose Society
tious he is for his love High School and eventually moved to
(HRS) member, Lance
of plants and nurtur- Oahu in 1969.
Santo. For those of
ing them, he shared
us who helped to
with me how he often The first rose plant Lance purchased
establish the new rose beds back in goes into his yard very late at night was Promise from Jackson & Perkins
November of 2010, you may with a light to painstakingly pick off then Peace, which he planted in 1978
remember the unsightly towering the snails and slugs. In one night in his garden in Pearl City, where he
currently resides with
guinea grass and massive chaos of alone, he said he
his
wife,
Shelley.
weeds engulfing the hillside.
Fast can catch up to
Lance and Shelley
forward to March 2013 when Lance 1,000
snails/
have a son, Ryan, and
noticed our predicament so he slugs in 2 to 4
a daughter, Lesley.
instinctively took it upon himself to hours.
Lance says that he
help spruce up the scenery. Over a
enjoys growing roses
period of 22 months, Lance Lance first got
primarily
for
the
persistently sprayed and hand weeded involved
with
beautiful flowers. His
the hillside several times before growing
roses
favorite
aspects
of
meticulously planting the perennial b e c a u s e
his
growing
roses
are
peanut plants, which he propagated m o t h e r
had
and
from cuttings in his own yard. You several miniature Lance always willing to lend a helping hand as he plants propagating
them,
may also appreciate the flowering roses
and
a bareroot roses in the Rose Garden with fellow members. harvesting
Lokelani rose plants on the hillside climbing
rose
and he is quick to
admit that pruning
too. The Lokelani was started from a which he helped
single stem cutting from a friend in to care for. Lance was born on the is literally a pain. Being that he is an
1979. On any given weekday, one can Big Island and raised in Kapoho and expert with growing plants, one would
find Lance at the Urban Garden Pahoa. He remembers growing up in think that Lance has no difficulties
Center (UGC) in Pearl City volunteer- Kapoho before 1959 with no running with growing roses. On the contrary,
ing his time
water,
no he says that both scales and black
by
taking
e l e c t r i c i t y spots are constant challenges for him.
control
of
and an out- Lance, however, uses a jet spray of
the weeds
house toilet. water regularly to keep the scales in
by
either
The volcanic check, and says that sanitation
spraying or
e r u p t i o n minimizes the black spots, but finds
hand weedd e s t r o y e d that some spraying is still necessary.
ing, as he
the town of Prior to joining the Honolulu Rose
takes care
Kapoho
in Society, Lance had the Lokelani and
of
this
1960, forc- four bushes of a red rose, which is his
aspect
for
ing
their favorite but he doesn’t know the name
During our Maintenance Days at the UGC Rose Garden you will often see family
(Continued on page 10)
the
entire
to

Lance on the hillside with his favorite tool, the weed sickle.
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UGC Rose Garden Update
Our main purpose was
to prune back rose
varieties that we will be
removing this fall in
preparation for new
varieties that we will be
bringing in. Some slated
for removal have not
been doing well in the
garden;
others
are
doing better but are just
Cathy
writes,
“We
not suitable for a public
were pleased to have
Roses being prepared for removal to make rose garden for various
nine hard working and room for new varieties.
reasons. All have been
dedicated
volunteers
thinned-out and pruned down to
share their time to deadhead the
approximately 36 inches in
spent blooms and spruce up the
preparation for removal next week.
garden so that it remains beautiful
for all our visitors to enjoy. Special
Beds #1 – #7 are currently under
thanks to Lance Santo for his
renovation as Bob S., Ron M., and
diligent efforts in weeding the hillside
Cathy M. started the process last
today so that the perennial peanut
week.
Myrna has again secured
ground covering and Lokelani rose
donations of roses from Weeks Roses
plants are more visibly prominent.
and Star Roses and we are expecting
Our volunteers also cut off a few dead
approximately 150 bare root rose
canes and those showing early signs
plants in the coming months. In light
of canker. We removed yellow leaves
of budget constraints at the UGC, the
and leaves with black spots. We are
HRS is again committed to paying for
delighted that our rose plants are
the cost of shipping fees for the roses
thriving thanks to the watering
and will also purchase compost and
system being back in working order
the other necessary amendments to
and many of our rose plants are in
prepare the beds for the new rose
bloom or have buds which will soon
plants.
be blooming.”
October 4th
Since
Ron,
Bob,
Myrna, Marsha, and
Naomi were on a trip
to Los Angeles, Cathy
M a t s u z a k i
coordinated
today’s
UGC
Rose
Garden
maintenance.

Mahalo to Cathy, Rick C., Frank D.,
Betty N., Mary Ann R., Lance S.,
Linda S., Gladys W., and Carolyn Y.
for all of their hard work!

December 20th
We had 25 dedicated HRS members
working in the UGC Rose Garden this
Saturday:
Myrna C., Marsha Y.,
Lilia B., Linda H., Sharen H., Lynn
K., Judy L., Priscilla M.,
Chiseno
Eleanor
M.,
Herbert N., Betty N.,
Andy N., Mary Ann R.,
Julie R., Amy and Steven
S., Lance S., Bob S.,
Linda S., Carol T., Susan
T., Gladys W., Carolyn Y.,
Ron and Cathy M.

November 1st
We had a total of 12
volunteers working in the
UGC Rose Garden today:
Ten were HRS members
(Myrna C., Rick C.,
Frank D., Ron and
Cathy M., Betty N.,
Linda S., Mary Ann R.,
Gladys W., and Marsha
Y.) and two were community-volunteers
(UGC
Volunteer
Glenn
Cordero’s son Cliff C. and Betty Nakasone pruning back roses
to prepare them for removal.
granddaughter Fay C.).

Our maintenance day was
postponed to this Saturday
so that we could plant the
11 varieties of 100 bare
root roses which we

received from Weeks Roses earlier
this week. Thank you very much to
Steve Nagano of the UGC for picking
up the roses for us from a local
trucking company saving us the
delivery expense.
After we completed planting
the new roses,
we also removed
16 existing rose
plants to clear
Bareroot roses waiting to be the way for the
planted in the garden.
future
center
walkway leading
from the pavilion. The roses growing
in the Peace and Heroes Gardens are
in full bloom again. The roses in the
Terraced-Beds are now flourishing
and many of the varieties are doing
much better and are in full bloom.
Thanks to Lance’s continued hard

Steven Sakagawa, Herb Nakagawa, Betty Nakasone
and Andy Ng hard at work planting the bareroot roses.
work, the weeds throughout the garden remain under control. Lance has
been manually pulling out the weeds
on the hillside this past week.
With the planting of the new bare root
Weeks Roses in the rose beds, we are
mindful of potential theft, especially
since these rose plants are new and
have not taken root yet. Ron will
spray the base of the new rose plants
with white paint to deter theft.
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HRS Hosts Visitors on Second Saturday
By Cathy Matsuzaki

Our final “Second Saturday in the
Garden” event of the year was held on
Saturday, October 11, 2014. Our
visitors to the Rose Garden that day
were treated to a magnificent scenery
with most, if not all, of the roses in
full bloom! It was another hot sunny
day with only an occasional gentle
breeze, but the visitors didn’t seem to
mind once they saw the roses
bursting with all their glorious hues
of reds, oranges, yellows, pinks,
purples and white.
The sweet
fragrance of the roses filled the air
and delighted their senses to explore
the Rose Garden all the way down to
the seventh rose bed. You could hear
their “oohs and awes” as they
admired the gorgeous roses and
ventured throughout the rose beds to

pick out their favorites. Many of the
visitors commented on how much
they admired the roses, and a few
people mentioned that they did not
even know we had a rose garden
hidden here in Pearl City. We invited
them to return to the Rose Garden
and to our annual rose plant sale in
February when we will be selling
premium potted roses.

Thank you to HRS Consulting
Rosarian and Vice President of
Internal Events, Naomi Inouye and
Mary Ann R. for helping me man the
information table under the Rose
Garden tent. They handed out rose
garden brochures, answered rosecare questions, explained about our
Peace and Heroes Rose Gardens and
guided them through the Rose
Garden. Thank you also to Ryan
Matsuzaki, son of Ron and Cathy, for
helping to set-up the tent, tables and
refreshments and for dismantling
afterwards. It was nice to see some of
our own HRS members come by to
visit the Rose Garden: Rick Chavez,
Andy Ng, Lance Santo and Linda
Sung.
Some of our visitors were keen to
notice several rose propagations in
the planter box under the shade of
the pavilion and asked Naomi, “What
are in these pots wrapped in plastic
bags?” Naomi explained that she is
teaching one of our volunteers how to
grow or propagate roses from stem
cuttings. She opened one of the bags
and removed the plastic bottle to
show them the new buds sprouting
from the stem. They were fascinated
by the prospect of being able to grow
their own roses from cuttings.
Inspired to learn more about this
method, Naomi patiently explained
how propagation is basically done.
These visitors then eagerly ran down
to the sixth and seventh rose beds to
scout out Cathy, who was deadheading and pruning roses, to dig through
the cuttings in her bucket and pick
out stems to take home to try their
hand at propagation. Mary Ann also
helped our excited visitors with their
selection of stems.
The “Second Saturday in the Garden”
event will be on hiatus during the
months of November, December and
January and will resume on
Saturday, February 14, 2015, which
is when we plan to hold our annual
rose plant sale. If you have never

Cathy, Ryan and Naomi at the HRS tent.
experienced the Rose Garden, we
invite you to come and visit to view
and smell the wide variety of lovely
and colorful roses blooming in the
garden. The Urban Garden Center in
Pearl City (near Home Depot) is open
to the public Monday through Friday
from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.

Come Visit...

955 Kamehameha Highway
Pearl City, Hawaii (Oahu)
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Garden Talk: New Roses for 2015
See some the new rose varieties that will be on the market for 2015. Plan ahead so you can enjoy
the new the new blooms next year.
Visit Help Me Find Roses at http://www.helpmefind.com/rose/index.php. Helpmefind.com is a
great resource for information regarding rose varieties old and new. The website offers information
about the rose’s characteristics, parentage and photos.

Neil Diamond

Hybridizer: Carruth; Hybrid Tea;
Pink and white stripes; 40 to 50
petals; Up to 4 to 5 feet; Intense
sweet rose fragrance.
Doris Day

Hybridizer: Bedard; Floribunda;
Golden yellow; 40 to 55 petals; 3
to 5 feet; strong fruity and sweet
spice fragrance.
Anna’s Promise

Hybridizer: Carruth; Grandiflora;
Golden tan with a copper reverse;
35 petals; 5 to 6 feet; Slightly fruity
and spice fragrance.

Peachy Keen

Hybridizer: Radler; Shrub;
Shell pink with yellow center; 10 to
15 petals; Up to 3 feet;
No fragrance.
Daring Spirit

Pretty In Pink

Sport of Eden; Discovered by
Tomerlin; Large-Flowered Climber;
Deep Pink; 70 to 80 petals; Up to
10 feet;
Mild fragrance.
Best Kept Secret

Hybridizer: Meilland International;
Hybrid Tea; Creamy white with
pink edges; 35 to 45 petals; 3 to 4
feet; Strong citrus
fragrance.

Above All

Icecap

Top of the World

Apple Dapple

Hybridizer: Warner; Large Flowered Climber; Salmon and orange
blend; 25 to 30 petals; 10 to 14
feet; Moderate fruity fragrance.

Hybridizer: Bedard; Miniature
Climber; Orange and Yellow bicolor; 30 to 25 petals; 8 to 10 feet;
Moderate slightly fruity fragrance.

Wedding Dress

Pure Posh

Hybridizer: Radler;
Landscape/Shrub; White; 25
petals; Up to 3 feet; No
fragrance.
Thomas A Becket

Hybridizer: Meilland International,
Landscape/Shrub; White; 5 petals
(single petaled); No fragrance.
The Lady Gardener

Looking for a specific rose?
Visit http://www.helpmefind.com/rose/plants.php to get
more information about the description, photos and lineage of
many rose varieties

Maid Marion
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Beginner’s
Garden Talk: Rose Resources Corner
Featured in this quarter’s newsletter is Consulting Rosarian, Marsha Yokomichi

Peace

R&S Nii Nursery—Hawaii Kai

Potted Roses

Monday—Friday and every
other Saturdays. Ph. 808-395-9811

19 AARS Winners
Displayed in the UGC
Rose Garden

Paul Mayeda Distributors—Hawaii Kai

Peace

1946

Call for product availability
and to schedule pick-up time for your order.
Ph. 808-259-5584

Queen Elizabeth

1955

Mister Lincoln

1965

Oregold

1975

French Lace

1982

Touch of Class

1986

Secret

1994

Livin’ Easy

1996

Scentimental

1997

Gemini

2000

Glowing Peace

2001

Marmalade Skies

2001

Love & Peace

2002

Memorial Day

2004

Elle

2005

Julia Child

2006

Tahitian Sunset

2006

Wild Blue Yonder

2006

Dick Clark

2011

Planting Supplies

Fukuda Seed Store—Kapalama

Organic Products

No tax charged for HRS
members if paid with cash or check. Ph. 808841-6719

BEI Hawaii—Iwilei

Planting Supplies

There is a $50 minimum
purchase per visit. Ph. 808-532-7401

K&M Nursery

Roses on Fortuniana Rootstock
http://www.kandmroses.com/index.htm
Phone: (601) 648-2908

Regan Nursery
Bareroot Roses

http://www.regannursery.com/
Phone: (800) 249-4680

Memorial Day

Rosemania-Rose Care Products
Rose Care Products
http://rosemania.com/shopsite_sc/store/html/
index.html
Phone: (888) 600-9665

Love & Peace

Q—
I recently purchased the rose “Tahitian
Sunset” and noticed that the tag that
accompanied the plant says that it is an
“AARS Award Winner.” What does
AARS stand for?
A—
AARS stands for “AllAmerica Rose Selection.” The AARS was
established in 1938 as
a non-profit organization comprised of rose
growers and introducers from across the
country
who
rated
roses on a variety of characteristics
during a two-year trial period. Scores
were averaged out and outstanding
varieties which scored exceptionally well
were given the prestigious AARS
distinction. Unfortunately, the AARS
shut its doors in March 2013 and the
last AARS winner was named in that
same year.
A new program called the “American
Garden Rose Selection” (AGRS) was
established to take over where the
AARS left off and improve on it. Rose
varieties no longer have to be
outstanding in all areas of the U.S. in
order to receive special distinction.
Roses that do well in certain regions will
be labeled as such. This takes the
pressure off of a rose variety having to
grow well in every climate of the U.S. in
order for it to receive special
recognition.
The first AGRS award
winners will be announced in 2016.
Source:
www.americangardenroseselections.com

Your questions may be
everyone’s questions so
please don’t hesitate to
ask. Send your inquiries to
Marsha Yokomichi at myokomichi@hawaii.rr.com or mail to P.O. Box
1932, Honolulu, HI 96805.
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Beyond Basics
(Cont.)
(Continued from page 4)

tering systems because they said they
now have so many roses that it’s
difficult to keep up with wateringduties during the week. Installing a
watering system with an automatictimer will surely be a big help to
them. Mahalo to Ron for his informative and interesting workshop.
After Ron’s workshop, those in attendance were treated to a candid
Panel-Discussion with five of our
certified Consulting Rosarians (CRs):
Naomi Inouye, Lilia Brewbaker, Ron
Matsuzaki, Dorothy Dale, and
Myrna Cariaga. Our moderator for
this portion of the workshop was CR,
Marsha Yokomichi. Marsha started
off the discussion by asking each of
the CRs to give us a little background
on themselves with such questions
as: What got them started growing
roses?
How long have they been
growing roses? And, What is the
most challenging thing about growing
roses and how do you overcome the
difficulty?
Each of the panelists took turns
answering these questions and even
went on to give us useful information
on what kind of fertilizer they use and
what their ideal potting mixture was
for potted roses.
It was really
interesting to hear the different and
sometimes unique answers from our
panel members.
Those in the
audience took many notes on the
useful tips and secrets to growing
roses in Hawaii and commented that
they really enjoyed the discussion
with our CRs. Mahalo to all of our
panelists who were happy to share
their tips and experiences growing
roses with our members.
We concluded the day with a potluck
lunch with an abundance of ono food!
Hope to see you at the next workshop!
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Lance Santo (Cont.)
to it. He said this particular red rose
was obtained in 1982 from a DuPont
experiment they were conducting on
roses. Lance spends about one hour
per week tending to his 73 rose
plants currently growing in the
ground, and about 40 more in pots of
various sizes and varieties. Among
Lance’s other favorite varieties of
roses are Memorial Day, Elle, Peter
Mayle and Tahitian Sunset because
all of these cultivars are vigorous and
easy to grow.

India, Pakistan, Taiwan, China,
Japan, Fiji, Thailand and Jamaica.
Lance has also trained most of the
H a wa i i s u g a r c a n e in d u s tr y
management personnel in agronomy
(the science of soil management and
crop production) and soils from 1975
to present.
He was also a guest
lecturer for sugarcane agronomy and
weed science courses at the
University of Hawaii at Manoa.
Lance has published over 100
articles and co-authored four books
on
agronomy,
One day back in
irrigation and weed
January
2013
control. Even with
while Lance was
all of his highlyattending
a
regarded qualificabusiness meeting
tions,
Lance
at the UGC, he
remains
a
very
happened to see
humble and down-to
Ron Matsuzaki,
-earth
person,
Rose
Garden
always willing to
Director, working
listen, help others
in
the
rose
and
offer
his
garden.
He
recommendations.
asked Ron if he
Besides gardening,
needed help, and Lance answering rose related questions from one of the Lance also enjoys
Boy Scouts.
Ron told him all
golfing, which he
about the HRS. That chance meeting tries to do five times a week.
led Lance to join the HRS soon
thereafter at our annual rose plant So what is the best advice Lance can
sale in February. Lance says that he give to our other HRS members for
most enjoys
coming out to our growing the best possible roses? He
monthly maintenance days and recommends selecting cultivars (often
especially likes talking to all of our by trial and error) best suited for your
nice members. He’s learned about specific micro environment and says
various new rose varieties and enjoys NOT to fight Mother Nature; work
learning by doing such as with with her and things will be a lot simpler for you. He encourages all HRS
pruning.
members to come out to help at our
Lance is definitely no stranger to maintenance days because these are
horticulture. He graduated with two the best times to learn more about
Master Degrees in agronomy and caring for your own roses in an
soils, and irrigation engineering from informal setting. Still, Lance would
the University of Hawaii. He worked like to learn more about developing
for 37 years at the Hawaii Agriculture new cultivars by making crosses and
Research Center in Kunia doing micro propagation by tissue culture.
agriculture research and consulting
before retiring in 2013.
Lance’s Thank you very much, Lance, for
credentials are, to say the least, quite your hard work and dedicated efforts
impressive as he has conducted to the HRS and the rose garden! We
agriculture research, consulting and truly appreciate everything you do to
training in Jamaica, Colombia, keep the rose garden looking its best
Thailand and Brazil. He trained other for our visitors to enjoy year round.
researchers from Iran, Cuba, Iraq,
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Th e
H RS
is
fortunate to have
volunteers
who
help HRS Garden
Director
Ron
Matsuzaki water
and prune roses
throughout
the
week, every week.
Some
of
these
individuals
are
non-members
such
as
Tino
Naniola, who travels by bus from Ewa
Beach to the garden every Tuesday
and Wednesday mornings to help us
water the roses. Since he started
volunteering, Tino has expressed an
interest in learning about growing
roses and HRS VP Naomi Inouye has
taught Tino how to deadhead, prune
and even started him on propagating
his own rose plant.
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Claire Ching was
another of these
non-member
volunteers
who
happened to visit
the rose garden in
October of 2014
with HRS Consulting Rosarian Dorothy Dale and the
Mililani
Garden
Club.

manages to find time to come to the
garden once or twice a week for an
hour or two because she says she
enjoys helping at the rose garden.
Thanks to our dedicated volunteers,
such as Claire and Tino who come to
maintain the garden regularly every
week, the rose garden always looks
its best for our visitors to enjoy.

Claire was captivated with the beauty
of the roses and enthusiastically
began volunteering at the rose garden
two to three times a week soon after.
She has since paid membership dues
to officially join us as an HRS
member. Naomi and Ron taught
Claire how to deadhead and prune
the roses. Even though she is kept
quite busy at work, Claire still

Visitors to the Rose Garden

Matsukawa,
Garden.

visit

On October
8th, we were
honored
to
have
Lori
Matsukawa
and her parents, Joe and
Florence
our UGC Rose

Lori is currently an award-winning co
-anchor at KING 5 News in Seattle,
Washington and has been with KING
5 for 31 years. She grew up with her
two younger sisters in Aiea, Hawaii.
Ron met Lori through a chance
meeting at the Ketchikan Airport in
Alaska during one of his fishing trips
and invited Lori to call him to visit
the Rose Garden the next time she
was in town.

On
October
17th, we were
blessed
to
have
Ron
Matsuzaki’s
parents visit
him at the
Rose Garden.
This was the
first
time
visiting the garden for both Thomas
and Clara Matsuzaki.
Clara
commented how beautiful and so
colorful the Rose Garden is with all
the roses in full bloom. She added
that she was amazed at how big the
Rose Garden is and that the garden is
kept so neat. Also visiting the garden
with Clara was Ron’s cousin, Debbie
Holt.

On October
26th, Burling Leong of
Burlington
Nurseries in
Vasalia, CA
visited
the
garden with
her
two
cousins.
Burling is the former production
supervisor to the legendary rose
hybridizer Ralph Moore of Sequoia
Nurseries whom is often referred to as
the grandfather of Miniature Roses.
Moore is credited with hybridizing
over 300 miniature roses over his
lifetime. Pictured above, Marsha and
Ron with Burling second from right
with her two cousins.
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Beverly Hills, CA—Centennial Rose Celebration
By Marsha Yokomichi
The city of Beverly Hills,
California celebrated its
100th Anniversary in
2014 and Dr. Keith
Zary’s
“Beverly Hills
Centennial” rose was
specially selected to commemorate
the event. Dr. Zary was previously
the chief hybridizer at Jackson &
Perkins.
Myrna Cariaga, Naomi Inouye, Ron
Matsuzaki, Bob Speers, and I were
fortunate to be invited to attend the
“Beverly Hills Centennial” Rose Bush
Dedication and Reception on October
5, 2014 at the Will Rodgers Memorial
Park on Sunset Boulevard - Beverly
Hills, CA. VIPs on hand at the event
included Dr. Zary, Dr. Tommy Cairns
- Beverly Hills Rose Society – Vice
President, Jolene Adams – ARS
President, and David Bassani –
Beverly Hills Rose Society President.

Dr. Tommy Cairns (front kneeling) and other Rose Hills judges posing in front
of the newly planted bed of “Beverly Hills Centennial” prior to the Dedication
Ceremony.
Garden at Rose Hills Memorial Park
in Whittier, CA. This year, the top
prize of “Golden Rose of Rose Hills”
was bestowed upon the rose “Tania
Norris” which is a sport of “Gentle
Giant” discovered by Luis Desamero
in 2011.
The Pageant of Roses garden was
awarded the prestigious “Award of
Excellence” in 2006 by the World
Federation of Rose Societies.
The
garden features over 10,000 roses in
300 varieties. There is no admission
charge to visit the garden and it is
open every day from 8am until dusk.
Located just inside the gate of Rose
Hills Memorial Park, 3888 Workman
Mill Road, Whittier, CA 90601. Rose
Garden Curator: Dr. Tommy Cairns.

“Beverly Hills Centennial”

Mahalo to Dr. Tommy Cairns for allowing us to be part of this year’s festivities! We had a wonderful time and
will remember the special events for
many years to come.

Naomi, Myrna and Ron standing in front of “Tania Norris”
- Golden Rose of Rose Hills winner.

The dedication and reception
culminated an exciting whirlwind
weekend for the five of us starting
with a three-night stay on the legendary cruise ship the “Queen Mary”
which is now a floating hotel permanently docked in Long Beach,
California. What an experience it was
to walk the decks of this iconic cruise
liner and dine in its beautiful
restaurants.

Visited any great places lately?

In between, we went sightseeing and
took part in a rose judging invitational event at the Pageant of Rose

Marsha Yokomichi, Editor, P.O. Box
1932, Honolulu, HI 96805. Or via
email: myokomichi@hawaii.rr.com

Please share your rose-related photos
and stories with us! HRS members will
enjoy reading about your
“Explorations.”

Submit photos and stories to:

Naomi and Myrna judging one of the entries.
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Pomona, CA—Weeks Roses Research Center

During our trip to Los Angles,
CA in October 2014, Myrna,
Naomi, Ron, Bob, and I were
fortunate to receive a personal
tour of the Week’s Roses
Research Center in Pomona,
California by Chief Hybridizer
Christian
Bedard
and
Production Manager, Ramon.
Ramon told us about the
hybridization process and
Christian showed us several
p r o m is in g
n e w v a r ie tie s
currently under review.
We
were amazed to learn that they
hand pollinate about 50,000
roses to produce about 250,000
seeds every year. After that,
seedlings are evaluated for
about 8 to 10 years before only
a handful of the very best are
selected to bring to market.
Mahalo to Christian and Ramon
for taking time out of their busy
schedules to give us a fascinating tour of their facilities! We
were very grateful for the
opportunity.

Above: Ramon, Production Manager explaining the hybridizing process to Bob, Ron, Naomi and Marsha.
Left: Rose hips being sorted and prepared for refrigeration-storage.
Below left: Christian Bedard showing Myrna and Bob some promising
new varieties.
Roses Bred by Christian Bedard—Showcased in the UGC

Sparkle &
Shine

Coretta Scott
King

White Licorice

Yabba Dabba
Doo

Happy Go
Lucky
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HRS Events Calendar 2015
Welcome to the Honolulu Rose Society!

David & Suzanne Bassani

Canoga Park, CA

Saturday—August 22nd
Beyond the Basics Workshop—Rose Propagation
Classroom, Urban Garden Center, Pearl City
10:00 am—12:00 noon
Potluck lunch to follow

Saturday—September 26th (to be confirmed)

HRS Membership
Visit our website at www.HonoluluRoseSociety.org for
membership information and application form.
Membership fee:
Single: $15.00 per calendar year
Family: $10.00 per person per calendar year

The Honolulu Rose Society is a direct affiliate of the
American Rose Society and qualifies as a non-profit
organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Federal
Revenue Code. The HRS was established on April 16,
1975 with the objective of studying, fostering, and encouraging the culture of roses in Hawaii.

ARS Membership
4-month trial membership for only $10, a $86 value.
You’ll get 2 issues of American Rose magazine, a $16 value.
Free online access to four quarterly bulletins, a $45 value.
Free or reduced garden admissions, a $25 value after just 3
uses.
Discounts of up to 30% at merchant partners.
Visit http://www.ars.org or call 1-800-637-6534

Beyond the Basics Workshop—Worm Vermicomposting
Classroom, Urban Garden Center, Pearl City
10:00 am—12:00 noon
Potluck lunch to follow

Saturday—October 22nd (to be confirmed)
HRS General Meeting and
Beyond the Basics Workshop— Pending Announcement
Classroom, Urban Garden Center, Pearl City
10:00 am—12:00 noon
Potluck lunch to follow

Saturday—November 14th
Fall Rose Show and Competition
Kahala Mall—Between Macys and Longs
10:00 am—2:00 pm
7:30 am Set Up
Competition Open to Public
Details to Follow

DECEMBER—ACTIVITY BREAK

Sunday—January 17, 2016
HRS ANNUAL HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
Hale Ikena, Fort Schaffter
Brunch (time to be announced)
Details to Follow

P.O. Box 1932, Honolulu, HI 96805
Website: www.HonoluluRoseSociety.org

Ka ‘Uhane o Ka Loke, the Honolulu Rose Society (HRS) newsletter, is a quarterly publication whose purpose is to report news related to the
HRS and publish articles of interest to rose growers and exhibitors. Opinions expressed in the articles are those of the authors, and not
necessarily those of the editor or the HRS. While the advice and information in this newsletter is believed to be true and accurate, neither
the authors, editor, nor the HRS can accept any legal responsibility for any errors or omissions that have been made. The HRS makes no
warranty, expressed or implied with respect to the material contained herein.

